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EXHIBIT 3(a)

STATE OF DELAWARE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

PAGE 1

I, EDWARD J. FREEL, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY "ARABIAN SHIELD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY" IS DULY INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS
OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE AND IS IN GOOD STANDING AND HAS A LEGAL CORPORATE
EXISTENCE SO FAR AS THE RECORDS OF THIS OFFICE SHOW, AS OF THE SIXTH DAY OF
JANUARY, A.D. 2000.

AND I DO HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE SAID "ARABIAN SHIELD DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY" WAS INCORPORATED ON THE FOURTH DAY OF MAY, A.D. 1967.

AND I DO HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE ANNUAL REPORTS HAVE BEEN FILED TO
DATE.

AND I DO HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE FRANCHISE TAXES HAVE BEEN PAID TO
DATE.

/s/ EDWARD J. FREEL

Edward J. Freel, Secretary of State

[SEAL]
0657007 8300 AUTHENTICATION: 0183558

001007798 DATE: 01-06-00
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STATE OF DELAWARE
PAGE 1
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

I, EDWARD J. FREEL, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF
INCORPORATION OF "ARABIAN SHIELD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY", FILED IN THIS OFFICE ON
THE FOURTHE DAY OF MAY, A.D. 1967, AT 10 O/CLOCK A.M.

/s/ EDWARD J. FREEL

Edward J. Freel, Secretary of State

[SEAL]
0657007 8100 AUTHENTICATION: 0184313

001007802 DATE: 01-06-00
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
ARABIAN SHIELD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

* X*X %X * k %k % %
FIRST. The name of the corporation is
ARABTAN SHIELD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

SECOND. Its principal office in the State of Delaware is located at No. 100
West Tenth Street, in the City of Wilmington, County of New Castle. The name and
address of its resident agent is The Corporation Trust Company, No. 100 West
Tenth Street, Wilmington, Delaware.

THIRD. The nature of the business, or objects or purposes to be transacted,
promoted or carried on are:

To carry on the business of purchasing or otherwise acquiring, owning,
holding, investing or dealing in, administering, managing, oOperating, and
selling, mortgaging, pledging, hypothecating or otherwise disposing of,
petroleum, oil, gas, or mineral lands, properties, rights, royalties, or leases,
or fractional interests therein.

To buy, exchange, contract for, lease and in any and all other ways,
acquire, take, hold, and own, and to deal in, sell, mortgage, lease or otherwise
dispose of lands, claims, mineral rights, oil wells, gas wells, oil lands, gas
lands and other real and personal property, and rights and interests therein and
thereto and in and to other real and personal properties, both for its own
account and as agent, operator or manager for the account of others, and to
manage, operate, maintain, improve, and develop the said properties, and each
and all of them.
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To enter into, maintaln, operate or carry on in all its branches the
business of exploring, drilling and mining for, extracting, producing, refining,
treating, distilling, manufacturing, handling and dealing in, and buying and
selling, petroleum, oil, gas, coal and any and all other mineral and hydrocarbon
substances, and any and all products or by-products which may be derived from
said substances or any of them; and for such or any of such purposes to buy,
exchange, contract for, lease and in any and all other ways acquire, take, hold
and own, and to sell, mortgage, lease and otherwise dispcse of, and to
construct, manage, maintain, deal in and operate plants, refineries, pipelines,
gathering systems, tanks, tank cars, trucks, machinery and equipment of every
kind, character and description and otherwise to deal in, operate, establish,
promote, carry on, conduct and manage any and all other property and appliances
that may in any wise be deemed advisable in connection with the business of the
corporation or any branch thereof, or that may be deemed convenient at any time
by the Board of Directors of the corporation.

To enter into, maintain, operate or carry on in all of its branches
anywhere in the world the business of exploring, drilling and mining for,
extracting, producing, refining, treating, processing and distilling ores,
metals and other minerals, liquid, gaseous, or solid, and manufacturing,
handling and dealing in, and buying and selling, such ores, metals and minerals,
and any and all mineral substances, and any and all products or by-products
which may be derived from such substances; to buy, lease or in any way acquire,
take, hold, own, develop, expleit and deal in lands, concessions, franchises and
mineral rights anywhere in the world.
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To manufacture, purchase or otherwise acquire, invest in, own, mortgage,
pledge, sell, assign and transfer or otherwise dispose of, trade, deal in and
deal with goods, wares and merchandise and personal property of every class and
description.

To acquire, and pay for in cash, stock or bonds of this corporation or
otherwise, the good will, rights, assets and property, and to undertake or
assume the whole or any part of the obligations or liabilities of any person,
firm, association or corporation.

To acquire, hold, use, sell, assign, lease, grant licenses in respect of,
mortgage or otherwise dispose of letters patent of the United States or any
foreign country, patent rights, licenses and privileges, inventions,
improvements and processes, copyrights, trade-marks and trade names, relating to
or useful in connection with any business of this corporation.

To acquire by purchase, subscription or otherwise, and to receive, hold,
own, guarantee, sell, assign, exchange, transfer, mortgage, pledge or otherwise
dispose of or deal in and with any of the shares of the capital stock, or any
voting trust certificates in respect of the shares of capital stock, scrip,
warrants, rights, bonds, debentures, notes, trust receipts, and other
securities, obligations, choses in action and evidences or indebtedness or
interest issued or created by any corporations, joint stock companies,
syndicates, associations, firms, trusts or persons, public or private, or by the
government of the United States of America, or by any forelgn government, or by
any state, territory, province, municipality or other political subdivision or
by any governmental agency, and as owner thereof
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